
Slant board/desk 
 
Ø Any stiff board, measuring at least 18” x 20” (Masonite, ¼” birch plywood, Gatorfoam, plexiglass, etc.) Not 

very expensive at Lowe’s, Home Depot, or your local hardware store. 
 
Pen holders and nibs 
 
Ø Full set of your favourite board-edge dip pen. (typically 6-8 sizes)  
Ø Minimum of two pen holders, best to have enough for full set of nibs (6-8 holders) 
Ø Oblique holder and pointed nibs, if you are so inclined. 
 
Brushes 
 
Ø Appropriate for the work that you hope to produce. For typical color mixing and pen-loading, you will want 

to use an old retired brush. (Paper and Ink sells a fantastic natural bristle brush for loading and mixing, for 
$1.) Also have on hand brushes appropriate for any painting that you have in mind for your work: fine 
brushes if you intend to work small and delicate; big-bold brushes if you intend to work on a large canvas or 
wall; or anything in between. 

 
Ink  
 
Ø Black ink. Your favourite (Sumi Moon Palace recommended) 
 
Gouache and Watercolor 
 
Ø Small tube(s) or tablets, cakes, etc. of watercolor and gouache. I will encourage you to use plenty of color 

during this class, please use your judgement as to how many colors you need on hand. At a minimum, have 
one color in addition to the black ink you will be using. Ideally, you should have a full palette from which to 
work. This can become expensive, but does not have to so; four of the right color tubes/cakes will get you 
all the colors you will need – CMYK. 

 
Paper 
 
Ø Your favorite workshop-grade paper. Suggest: Strathmore Bristol with vellum finish, Canson XL Mixed 

Media, Borden and Riley Marker layout, Bienfang Marker Layout, Canson 360, etc. Some of those are 
translucent, others are not. All of them have good surfaces and receive ink nicely. 

Ø Minimum of 1 sheet, Arches 90#, or 140# hot or cold press, or other high-quality paper of your choice on 
which to create completed work. 

 
Tracing paper  
 
Ø 12” roll is preferred and most cost effective. Tracing paper pads ok. 
 
Pencil  
 
Ø Your favorite fine pencil or lead and sharpener. (Suggest a .05 HB lead in a mechanical pencil.) 
 
Erasers 
 
Ø Clean plastic eraser or clean kneaded eraser 
 
Ruler 
 
Ø Metal will give you more accurate measuring and a good, straight, sharp edge 
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RECOMMENDED WORKSHOP SUPPLIES FOR THE CALLIGRAPHER’S PROCESS 



Tape 
 
Ø Artist tape, Frog Tape, Washi, or removable scotch tape. I recommend ½” roll but defer to your favorite. 
 
Xacto Knife 
 
Ø #11 blade (The Sharp, pointed blade), or your favorite fine cutting tool 
 
Others 
 
Ø Water container and paper towels or clean up cloths 
 
Text from which to work 
 
Ø One short poem / passage (10-15 words) and one long poem/passage (40 – 50 words) 
 
Optional 
 
Ø T square, parallel rule, Triangle, Scissors, protractor, Extra Brushes, thin light box, Saral transfer or graphite 

paper, Gold leaf and size, masking fluid, any favorite writing or painting tool(s) which I may have left out. 
 
For any purchases via John Neal Books, you can enjoy a 5 % discount by using the promo code below: 
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