
 
 
Ø Brushes 
Our main tool will be the Japanese brush, sizes : small, medium and large. 
Medium-sized brushes for mixing colors and loading your nibs. 

 
Ø Pen 
You may bring some of your favorite tools : ruling pen, cola pen folded pen, and a variety of smaller sized edged 
pens or copperplate nibs for small writing. 

 
Ø Ink / Colors 
Walnut ink and olive green Winsor & Newton watercolor. Choose 2 or 3 other colors, or a color watercolor 
palette you would like to work with. 
 
Ø Paper 
Your favorite layout paper and you may bring a cheap quality watercolor paper to exercise on. Our final piece will 
be a concertina book so we will need a good quality paper that is at least 22-1 / 2 x 30. You may get a bigger 
sheet, 40 X 27-1/2, that would also work beautifully for a bigger scale book.  
A couple of sheets of Rives BFK or Arches 140 Ibs, or something similar. 
One sheet of Fabriano, Strathmore, Arches or Canson Mi Tientes color paper to build our covers. (When choosing 
this color remember to include the same matching color in a gouache or watercolor.) You could even bring a 
printed, marbled, Japanese or paste paper to use as the cover. 
 
Ø Binding 
Two pieces of A3 soft cardboard, 2 or 3mm thick to create the covers. Binding glue and a brush to apply it on to 
the covers and spare paper to use when gumming them. Perhaps you would like to bring a piece of cloth or light 
fabric to make a Furoshiki wrapping to our book. Or/and one meter long color ribbon matching your cover paper, 
but in a different tone, if you want to finish the binding with a ribbon. 

 
Ø Miscellaneous 
Flowers, branches, leaves and a simple flower pot to create a very basic Ikebana.  
Small note book for taking notes, pencil or fibre tip pens for quick writing.  
Palette for mixing colors and paper towels or rags; tape, scissors, good cutter, glue stick, eraser and a long 
straight edge metallic ruler.        

 
A selection of four or five short poems, haikus, quotes or even your own words will do. If related to the nature 
theme, then that will be most appropriate with our work. 

 
Ø Optional (or stuff we may or may not use) 
Liquid resist or masking fluid. Chalk pastels. Your own music if you wish. 
 
For any purchases via John Neal Books, you can enjoy a 5 % discount by using the promo code below: 
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RECOMMENDED WORKSHOP SUPPLIES FOR CALLIGRAPHY IN BLOSSOM 



ABOUT JAPANESE BRUSHES 
As you will read in the handouts, the art of  making brushes is a very serious matter in the Eas-
tern world and you need to study around seven years to have the knowledge to produce a good 
brush, having said that, most people ask me about brands for Japanese/Chinese brushes and I 
always reply the same. Try to go to a good store where knowledgeable people can assist you in 
your choice and may explain you about the different qualities of  the brushes they sell.  
I have tried this ones and are lovely: Yasutomo / Haboku Artist or Dainayu (Squirrel hair). 
 
If  you need further help, here are some links where you can get them on Amazon:  
1. https://www.amazon.com/Chinese-Painting-Brushes-Flower-Line-
drawing/dp/B01LZN7JD8/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=set+of+4+Chinese+brush+set+bird+flo-
wer+painting&qid=1562701456&s=gateway&sr=8-1&pldnSite=1   
2. https://www.amazon.com/Watercolor-Brushes-Squirrel-Painting-
Gouache/dp/B074V55FMB?ref_=ast_sto_dp 
 
As for the size of  the brushes, you will litteraly find them in all sizes, but for our workshop we 
need a thick brush (around the size of  your thumb) a medium one (could be the circunference 
of  a pencil) and a small one (like a round brush number 6 aprox.)  
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Favorite brushes (left to right) 
1. MET Holbein Black 1090 
2. & 3. Sorry but I can't say, I don´t even know if  it's written in Chinese or Japa-
nese! 
4. Dick Blick Co #16 
5. Naming by Connoisseur happy dot detail. China  
6. www.amazon.com/Watercolor.../dp/B074V55FMB... 
7. Keith Lebenzon brushes  
https://lebenzon-paintbrushes.com/ 
8. Pentel FDS 
 
If  you need further help, here are some links on Amazon:  
https://www.asianbrushpainter.com/collections/brushes 
Set of  4 Chinese Painting Brushes Set Flower Bird Line-drawing Brushes. 
https://www.amazon.com/Chinese-Painting-Brushes-Flower-Line-
drawing/dp/B01LZN7JD8/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=set+of+4+Chinese+brush+
set+bird+flower+painting&qid=1562701456&s=gateway&sr=8-1 
https://www.amazon.com/Chinese-Painting-Brushes-Flower-Line-
drawing/dp/B01LZN7JD8/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=set+of+4+Chinese+brush+
set+bird+flower+painting&qid=1562701456&s=gateway&sr=8-1&pldnSite=1 
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